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fluid for many months (as the author has proved by his
own experience), whereas in brass cans, they soon acquire a
greenish tinge and become more or less thickened. This is
due to the metal being corroded in presence of air, the copper
combining with the fatty acids of the oil furnishing a com-
pound which renders the latter green and thick.
The Aerostatic Oil Can.—For large machinery, such as
vertical and marine engines, boring machines, spinning and
weaving machinery, etc., the author's experience goes to show
that there is no better lubricator than the aerostatic oiler,
which unites in itself a number of excellent qualities. Like
the flexible can, this oiler is only suitable for fluid lubricants.
As shown in Fig. 15, this can consists of an elongated body
G-, on which are soldered a long bent spout E, tapering to a
fine nozzle, and a handle H. The form and length of the
spout vary according to requirements, but in all cases it must
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pig. 15.
be long enough to enable the attendant to put the can into
position for oiling without danger to the hand from the
running machinery.
At the highest part of the dome on the can body G is an
orifice closed by a metal screw cap, which is dished at the
top and is perforated by a fine bore.
The can is filled through O, after the screw cap has been
removed, the latter being then screwed on again. In use,
the can is held by the handle, the thumb being applied to
the small opening in the screw cap, in which case only one
or two drops of oil is discharged when the can is tilted, the
backward pressure of the external air on the liquid prevent-
ing it from running out more freely.
On removing the thumb from the cap, air enters the
can through the bore, and the pressure being equalised
a stream of oil flows from the nozzle of the can. In this

